
 

 

 

 

Med Centre history, mission and activities 

 

EUCC Mediterranean Centre was founded in 2003 to support the Coastal and Marine Union (EUCC 

www.eucc.net) mission, especially (but not exclusively) in the Mediterranean. Over the last years the 

Centre has become the Mediterranean representation of the ECNC Group ( www.ecncgroup.eu ), one 

of Europe’s largest groupings of expertise and experience on nature, biodiversity, sustainability and 

coastal and marine issues.  

The ECNC Group consists of two units: 'Biodiversity & Nature' (ECNC), located in Tilburg, the 

Netherlands, and 'Coastal & Marine' (EUCC), located in Leiden, also in the Netherlands. The members 

of the ECNC Group are ECNC, EUCC and the Centro Mediterráneo EUCC, which represents the Group 

in the Mediterranean region.  

The association promotes sustainable, integrated policy approaches to land, sea and coast and 

actively stimulates interaction, communication and bridges between science, society and policy 

We promote this approach by 1) Developing and implementing sustainable coastal and marine 

management policies, facilitating the interaction between nature and society and its integration into 

land uses and business operations 2) Capacity building and training and 3) Providing information to 

experts and the public and facilitating stakeholder involvement. 

 

Activities 2013 focusing on policy, planning & business 

 

“Common Mediterranean strategy and local practical Actions 

for the mitigation of Port, Industries and Cities Emissions” – 

APICE – led by Arpa Venetto. 

 Through this project, funded by the EU MED Programme from June 2010 till 

end February 2013, Barcelona, Marseille, Genoa, Venice and Thessaloniki have 

developed a knowledge-based approach for air pollution mitigation and 

sustainable development of port activities, managed by spatial planning policies at local level, which 

includes the territory around the harbours.  APICE has been implemented in Barcelona by EUCC 

Mediterranean Centre and CSIC-IDÆA. The project has studied the Barcelona port contribution to the 

air quality of the metropolitan area and has put forward mitigation actions to decrease its share. 

Hence the APICE Plan Barcelona is fully in line with the Catalan General Directorate Environment and 

Sustainability mission, who has thereafter supported it. The role of Med Centre regarded the 

facilitation of key stakeholders’ involvement (especially the Port, the environmental authorities and 

key enterprises), the updating and adaptation of emissions inventories, the development of 

scenarios and revising and developing specific actions to abate air pollutants regarding port and 

maritime transport in Barcelona (Local Action Plan Barcelona). More information at www.apice-

project.eu  

For further information: Pedro Fernandez p.fernandez@eucc.net 
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Towards a Clean, Litter-Free European Marine 

Environment through Scientific Evidence, Innovative 

Tools and Good Governance 

CleanSea www.cleansea-project.eu is a multidisciplinary and 

collaborative EU FP7 research project addressing marine litter from 

different perspectives. It aims at providing Member States and other stakeholders with improved 

knowledge, methods and tools to be able to better define, monitor and achieve a marine 

environment free of harmful litter levels by 2020 (Good Environmental Status –GES- as required by 

the Marine Strategy Framework Directive –MSFD). In doing so, it will deliver a set of integrated 

results that will provide transparent and useful guidance to policy makers and stakeholders dealing 

with marine litter mitigation by:   

i) characterising and analysing the marine litter problem (biological, chemical, social, economic, 

legislative and policy-oriented) in selected study sites at the EU’s four main marine regions, (Baltic, 

North East Atlantic, Mediterranean and Black Sea) to provide scientific evidence on the magnitude of 

the issue. 

ii) proposing innovative monitoring tools and standard protocols to facilitate monitoring marine litter 

in a harmonized way, and  

iii) presenting cost-effective management measures and policy options to meet MSFD and other 

international objectives regarding marine litter.  

The result is a Roadmap to Good Environmental Status for Marine Litter in 2020 derived from a 

transparent, coherent synthesis in an integrated assessment framework of natural and social science 

research outcomes and stakeholder’s needs and perceptions. 

EUCC Mediterranean Centre leads the Work Package on dissemination and promotion and provides 

expert input to the socio economic and policy assessments, the stakeholders’ platform and the GES 

roadmap development regarding Descriptor 10 Marine Litter. The project started on January 2013 

and will run for three years.  

For further information: Carolina Pérez c.perez@eucc.net  

 

The objective of MARELITT is to assist EU Member States in 

reducing the impact of marine litter on the coastal and marine 

environment. The project runs from January 2013 until December 

2014. 

MARELITT will assess existing marine litter removal projects in Europe’s four regional seas from the 

organisational, economic and environmental angles. This assessment will allow the definition of good 

practices. Subsequently, organisations will be identified and invited to host a project and to continue 

developing the good practices after the project period. The capacity of the organisations will be 

strengthened through the project, via training and guidance. The results of the project will be 

disseminated through a web-based toolkit providing guidance to stakeholders that want to establish 

their own litter removal project. 

The project will engage the fishing community along with plastics producers, converters, recyclers, 

other industries, local authorities, port authorities, waste managers and NGOs. 

The project is funded by the European Commission (DG Environment) and carried out by Milieu Ltd 

and its partners ARCADIS, MEGAPESCA Lda, IMARES, LEI, RSS Marine, Plymouth University, the 

Coastal & Marine Union (EUCC), EUCC Mediterranean Centre, the Baltic Environmental Forum and 

Mare Nostrum. 

MARELITT     
www.marelitt.eu 
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During the first phase of the project the Med Centre collaborated in the identification of Fishing for 

litter and marine litter recovery initiatives in the Mediterranean area and to the assessment of 

selected cases in Spain. Currently efforts are placed in dissemination and identification of MARELITT 

Pilots for 2014.  

For further information: Carolina Pérez c.perez@eucc.net  

 

In 2013, in the context of the role of the centre within the 

ECNC Group www.ecncgroup.eu, the Med Centre 

collaborated on a European Environmental Agency 

commissioned study on “Interpreting environmental 

data for assessing ecosystem state and functioning and externalities” The Med 

Centre contributed with the identification and description of key drivers, pressures and impacts 

which trigger biodiversity changes in marine inlets & transitional waters and coastal water 

ecosystems.  

For further information: Marcus Zisenis, Zisenis@ecnc.org    

  

“BojaNaTour - Fostering and Bringing Together 

Nature, Tourism and Civil Society at Bojana Delta 

Through Integrated Coastal Zone Management”  

BojaNaTour, launched November 2013 under leadership of ECNC 

Land & Sea Group with the financial support of the Critical 

Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) will ICZM as framework to 

pursue sustainable development in Ulcinj, particularly with Bojana 

Delta where the actions will take place and focus on nature and tourism. 

 The action will be coordinated by the Med Centre with expert input from ECNC and Coastal & 

Marine Union (EUCC) in collaboration with the local partners Green Step and Ulcinj Businessmen 

Association (UBA).  

The bottom-up approach to be followed by BojaNaTour will contribute to better governance in the 

coastal municipality of Ulcinj, particularly of Bojana Delta. Local communities will be empowered by 

participating in the ICZM common vision and nature-tourism trainings. Awareness will be raised 

regarding negative impacts of mass tourism development in proximity of highly valuable ecological 

sites, and successful alternatives will be proven.  The partnership, joining efforts with related 

initiatives and supported by the Steering Committee, will bring the local perspective to higher 

political stages to be considered and integrated within national policies. Furthermore, ICZM benefits 

will be demonstrated with specific pilot actions by local stakeholders (sub-grant program) concerning 

tourism enhancement combined with nature and environmental protection. Ulcinj and Bojana Delta 

will be promoted as a responsible tourism destination both national and internationally. 

For further information: Pedro Fernández p.fernandez@eucc.net  

 

EUCC is moreover member of the EU MSFD-Technical Subgroup on Marine Litter set-up 

in 2010 represented by Joana Mira Veiga.  The Med Centre participated at the “International 

Conference on Prevention and Management of Marine Litter in European 

Seas”  http://www.marine-litter-conference-berlin.info/ , April 2013 in Berlin, organised by the 

European Commission and the German Government and actively inputted the Mediterranean 
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working sessions. As a result the Med Centre was invited to and participated at the UNEP MAP 

/MEDPOL experts meeting in Barcelona (May 2013) to review and agree on a Regional 

Plan for Marine Litter abatement.  

In 2013 EUCC Mediterranean Centre has formally applied for UNEP MAP Partner position. Final 

decision will be taken in the UNEP MAP COP meeting in December 2013.  

On more general terms EUCC Med Centre follows from close the Mediterranean policy developments 

and in especial those under the Barcelona Convention and the implementation of EU 

policies as the Integrated Maritime Policy (particularly MSFD) and its relation to the EcAp project ; 

the implementation of the UNEP MAP ICZM Protocol and the developments towards an ICM and 

MSP European Directive. 

 

 The Med Centre is a member to MIO-ECSDE network, cooperates with the network 

MedCities and has renewed participation at “The People's Commitment towards Sustainability“, the 

Local Agenda 21 led by the Barcelona City Council.  

 

Activities 2013 focusing on capacity building and training 

 

Building capacity as a basis for sound, participative and competent management is another pillar of 

the Centre’s work. 

In 2013 the Med Centre has been promoting a revised  and updated version of www.coastlearn.org 

as a renewed free and online distance training tool for ICM. Opportunities are being sought for the 

translation of the updated Sustainable Tourism Module to Albanian (the old version already exists) 

and the possibilities of introducing tests and certification in this country.  

For further information: Carolina Pérez c.perez@eucc.net  

 

In the framework of the cooperation with EUCC Italy and as a spinoff of the project 

APICE, the Med Centre supports the Erasmus Mundus Master Course on Maritime 

Spatial Planning (EMMCMSP) led by the University Iuav of Venice. The two-years 

English-taught master course is delivered  together with University of Azores and 

University of Seville, supported by a MSP Consortium of 10 Public and Private 

Institutions from worldwide, including EUCC. 

For more information about program layout and MSP Consortium please visit the website 

www.iuav.it/msp  

 

Activities 2012/2013 on information and stakeholders involvement 

 

The Med Centre plays a major role in the field of communication and stakeholder’s involvement in a 

wide range of pan-European projects and encouraging a cross-disciplinary approach to investigating 

and resolving coastal and marine issues.  

Early 2013 we focused efforts on the recently closed EU MED Programme project APICE (2010-

2013) “Common Mediterranean strategy and local practical Actions for the 
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mitigation of Port, Industries and Cities Emissions” www.apice-project.eu  in which 

the Med Centre took responsibility for the facilitation of the Barcelona pilot area stakeholders’ 

engagement and endorsing of the final results. The Med Centre also produced the Spanish APICE 

newsletter and edited, designed and published the executive summaries of the APICE Plan Barcelona. 

EUCC Med Centre APICE deliverables can be found here. EUCC has reinforced its working relation 

with the Barcelona Port Authority and the Catalan Government through this process. 

As from January 2013 we lead the Work Package on Dissemination and promotion of the EU FP7 

Project CleanSea www.cleansea-project.eu. The Med Centre is responsible for 

developing the corporate design of the project, defining and coordinating the implementation of the 

Dissemination and Media Plan and developing the project website and other communication tools. 

We are further involved in the setting up and facilitation of the CleanSea stakeholders’ platform. 

During 20013 the Med Centre has produced the Dissemination and Media Plan and delivered the 

visual identity of the project; a Communication tool kit including guidelines, templates and products; 

the project website; the project Fact Sheet and poster and the first issue of the CleanSea electronic 

newsletter.  

The Med Centre updates daily its blog www.wearemediterranean.net   providing 

updated information on  EUCC work but also on key policy, research and management developments 

on coastal and marine issues in the Mediterranean as well as relevant events and training 

opportunities. Our blog (including news in Spanish, French and English) receives an average of 600 

visits a month, especially from Mediterranean EU countries and Maghreb region. Furthermore, due 

to the increasing importance of marine litter related work, the Med Centre released a specific blog 

on the issue, Marine Litter News for clean&healthy seas 

http://marinelitterblog.wordpress.com . This blog supports communication component 

of CleanSea and general EUCC communication on marine litter. 

Our quarterly news alerts reach about 400 Mediterranean coastal and marine 

managers, practitioners and researchers. We more and more reach the private sector with our 

communication tools. In 2013, the mailing system has been upgraded using free-system Mailchimp, 

which allows better graphic display and tracking reader behaviour, which will help us improving our 

communication strategy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact:  Pedro Fernandez, Communications officer and Project Coordinator 

c/ Escar 6-8, Mòdul 10ª, 08039 Barcelona 

Telf: +34 93 1054020 Email: p.fernandez@eucc.net  

www.wearemediterranean.net   

 


